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News and Updates
1.  Grant Announcements:  see Federal grant opportunities at end of document.
2.  Electronics Stewardship in Government Agencies
Free Teleconference 

Make a Difference with the State Electronics Challenge

www.stateelectronicschallenge.net 
Thursday, February 4, 2010

1 pm Mountain Time
Pre-registration required. 

Join us for a free one-hour teleconference about The State Electronics Challenge (SEC) to learn how your organization can reduce its environmental footprint, including climate impact, and conserve natural resources through improved management of electronic equipment. 

The SEC was successfully piloted in the Northeast over the past two years, and is now moving west to Colorado, Montana, North and South Dakota, Utah and Wyoming, thanks to a grant from U.S. EPA Region 8. a
The SEC is a voluntary program, open free of charge to any state, regional, and local government agency. The SEC promotes environmental stewardship of computers – from purchasing “green” computers through power management and responsible end of life management – resulting in measurable reductions in energy, greenhouse gases, solid and hazardous waste, and associated costs. 

Attend the introductory teleconference to learn how your organization can join the Challenge and benefit from the program’s proven action plan, implementation tools, free technical assistance, and environmental benefits calculations. Through electronics stewardship efforts, your organization can demonstrate the type of environmental savings accrued by government agencies in the Northeast last year.    

If you’re interested in attending the introductory teleconference, please RSVP by February 2 to Patty Dillon, Northeast Recycling Council Inc., patty@nerc.org. In the email, please provide your name, organization, email address and phone number. 

You will be provided with call-in instructions and a PowerPoint in advance of the teleconference. 

3. New and Prospective Member Orientation  Responsible Purchasing Network Webinar:  January 21, 2010 2:00 - 2:45 PM (ET)
Register now for the free webinar to learn more about RPN membership, whether you are already one of our 250 members, or considering joining the network. 

RPN member organizations include government agencies at the local, state, and federal levels, universities, businesses, and nonprofits. Member institutions can leverage their benefits to all employees through free “affiliate membership.” Participate in the webinar and learn about all of the tools and resources that are available with an RPN membership.   

This Webinar will cover membership benefits, such as: 

- Responsible Purchasing Guides 

- Product listings and cooperative contracts 

- Consulting opportunities 

- Publications and fact sheets 

- RPN communications 

- Speaking engagements 

- RPN membership networking 

- Job and event listings 

4. IOWA Recycling Report: 
Recycling boosters in Iowa are hoping a report by a legislature-mandated Comprehensive Recycling Task Force will lead to legislation supporting the industry. http://www.iowadnr.gov/waste/sw/files/rtf_final.pdf 
The task force came up with five priorities that it is recommending, including the creation of a green certification program for the state, a green advisory committee and a recycling vendor and resource green list. The task force further recommends developing an ongoing, statewide communication and outreach educational resource program and, lastly, to come to the organizations and members of this task force itself, when moving forward on the suggestions.
-From Resource-Recycling

Montana’s Environmental Quality Council, an interim legislative committee, is studying recycling in Montana with the goal of potentially introducing legislation in the 2011 session to further encourage and increase recycling here.  You can follow the progress here: http://leg.mt.gov/css/Services%20Division/Lepo/default.asp 

5.  DOE Means Business: ENERGY STAR Label Stripped From Fridges
http://earth911.com/blog/2010/01/06/doe-means-business-energy-star-label-stripped-from-fridges/ 
-From Earth911.org
Federal Grant Opportunities 

From: Bartels.Kim@epamail.epa.gov

Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2010 1:40 PM

This message announces the availability of more than $523 million in funding opportunities for state, local, and tribal governments from the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) that can be used to support climate and energy initiatives including public transit, source reduction, energy efficiency, and community education. For full eligibility and application details, please visit the links provided below.

Community Action and the Environment - $2 million The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency requests proposals for the Community Action for a Renewed Environment (CARE) Program.  CARE is a unique community-based, community-driven, multimedia demonstration program designed to help communities understand and reduce risks due to toxic pollutants and environmental concerns from all sources. Eligible entities include local governments, federally recognized tribal governments, non-profit organizations, colleges and universities. Up to

9 awards are anticipated. Responses are due 3/9/10.

For more info go to:  http://www.epa.gov/air/grants_funding.htm  l.

Source Reduction Assistance - $1.3 million The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency requests proposals for the Source Reduction Assistance Grant Program, for environmental projects that reduce or eliminate pollution at the source.  National areas of interest include projects that encourage greenhouse gas reduction, toxic and hazardous materials reduction, resource conservation, efficient business practices and P2 integration activities. Eligible entities include states, territories, local governments, school districts, non-profit organizations, institutions of higher educations, community organizations, and federally recognized tribes and intertribal consortia. Approximately 30 awards are anticipated.  Responses are due 2/4/10. For more info, including Regional contacts and Region-specific areas of interest, go to:  http://www.epa.gov/p2/pubs/grants/srap10.pdf 
Weatherization Training Centers and Programs - $30 million The U.S. Department of Energy requests proposals for Recovery Act - Weatherization Assistance Program Training Centers and Programs.

Through this RFP, DOE seeks to develop new or expand existing weatherization training centers and training programs. Eligibility includes all entities other than federal agencies, FFRDC, and non-profits, but applicants must demonstrate partnership or affiliation with a state weatherization office, local weatherization provider, or existing weatherization training center. Up to 30 awards are anticipated.  Responses are due 1/21/10.

For more info go to:

https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/?doc=DE-FOA-0000220&agency=DOE. 
Urban Circulator Program  - $130 million

The U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Transit Administration, requests proposals for the Urban Circulator Program.  This program will support projects such as streetcars, buses, and bus facilities that connect urban destinations and foster the redevelopment of urban spaces into walkable mixed use, high density environments.  Eligible entities include transit authorities and other public bodies and agencies authorized to engage in public transportation. Up to 6 awards are anticipated. Responses are due 2/8/10.

For more info go to:

http://www.fta.dot.gov/funding/grants_financing_7829.html 
Livability Bus Program - $150 million

The U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Transit Administration, requests proposals for the FTA Bus and Bus Facilities Livability Initiative.  The Livability Bus Program makes funds available to public transit providers to finance capital projects to replace, rehabilitate, and purchase buses and related equipment and to construct bus-related facilities.  Project evaluation criteria includes, but is not limited to, a determination of whether the project promotes a more environmentally sustainable transportation system, improves energy efficiency, or reduces greenhouse gases. Applicants are encouraged to provide information regarding the expected use of clean or alternative sources of energy. Eligible entities include direct recipients under the

5307 Urbanized Area Formula, States, and Indian Tribes. Responses are due 2/8/10.  For more info, go to:

http://www.fta.dot.gov/funding/grants_financing_7829.html 
Weatherization Assistance Program - $210 million The U.S. Department of Energy requests proposals for Weatherization Formula Grants.  WAP funds are used to increase the energy efficiency of dwellings owned or occupied by low-income persons, reduce their total residential expenditures, and improve their health and safety.  WAP assists persons who are particularly vulnerable such as the elderly, persons with disabilities, families with children, high residential energy users, and households with high-energy burden. Prime applicant eligibility is restricted to agencies responsible for administering the annual Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) formula allocation. 58 awards are anticipated. Response due date dependant on fiscal year end of prime applicant, with range of 2/15/10 - 8/1/10.  For more info, go

to: https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/?doc=DE-FOA-0000216&agency=DOE 
--

Kim Bartels

EPA Region 8

Electronics Stewardship Coordinator

(303) 312-6346

bartels.kim@epa.gov

Office Hours: M,T,TH 9:30am - 5:00pm
Attention: 


Schools 


City Government,


County Government,


State Agencies,


Federal agencies





Join and learn about managing IT resources to save energy, and purchasing computers w/fewer toxic chemicals as well as  increased energy-efficiency.





SEC also provides technical assistance with recycling electronics and calculating energy and environmental savings achieved through your changes.








